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(Rural Aid Action Programme) 

RAAP DEVELOPMENT IMPACT IN THE 

UPPER WEST REGION 

RAAP works in the Upper West Region of Ghana.  RAAP was founded in 1998 by volunteers who 

envisioned the forming of an organization capable of advocating for the rights of poor and 

marginalized people.  Eventually the idea matured into RAAP, an organization devoted to 

developing communities so that they can advocate for themselves. As a non-governmental, non-

pÒÏÆÉÔ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȟ 2!!0ȭÓ ÍÁÎÄÁÔÅ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÂÁÔ ÐÏÖÅÒÔÙ ÉÎ ÌÏ×-income, food deficit 

communities through the initiation of sustainable community development projects aimed at 

assisting the poorest of the poor to increase their food and income security, while improving 

their health and educational status.  RAAP concentrates its activities in specific areas and 

communities, and targets marginalized groups, including self-help women groups and their 

families, providing them with technical and financial support to improve their livelihoods.  

 

 RAAP Vision 

A world without poverty in which women, men and children rights are fulfilled. 

 

RAAP Mission 

To assist resource poor women, men, and children to fight poverty by enhancing their right to 

food security, healthy living, education and protecting the natural resource base through a 

sustainable integrated programme.  

 

 RAAP Goal 

To work in partnership with development agencies, civil society groups, government, and 

communities to improve and sustain the livelihoods of the resource- poor by increasing their 

capacities and skills to influence policies and practices that affect them.  
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 RAAP Strategic Objective  

The strategic objectives of the organization are:  

1. Enhancing the livelihoods and income security of resource-poor rural people.  
2. Improving  the health status of rural people  
3. Supporting rural  communities initiatives to provide quality education 
4. Promoting the rights of women, men, children, and people living with disabilities. 
5. Building the leadership qualities of the youth for sustainable development 
 
 
 What We Do/RAAP Programs 
 
Currently, RAAP have set up (in our five year strategic plan- 2008- 2012) the following 
programmes within which framework a number f projects are initiated and implemented: 
V Sustainable Livelihoods Programme ( Market Analysis and Development focusing 

on Village Tree Enterprise in the Gbele Reserve area, Livestock Project, Animal 
Traction, community Forestry and Natural Resource Management, Micro-credit,) 

V Health Programme ( health education, capacity building of communities, and 
advocacy) 

V Education Programme ( adult literacy using the REFLECT approach, improving 
school enrollment and retention, and enhancing community participation in 
school administration and management, Ghana School Feeding Program) 

V Institutional Finance and Rural Enterprise Development Programme (supporting 
286 Village Savings and Loan Associations in Jirapa, Lambussie-Karni, Lawra and 
Sissala West Districts, entrepreneurship trainings, and linking groups and 
individuals to financial institutions). 

V Gender Advocacy Programme ( facilitating the establishment and training of 
gender teams in communities, facilitating establishment and trainings of 
magazias, advocacy on gender issues at the community levels regarding access 
and control of productive resources ) 

 

Partners 

ü TREE AID U.K 
ü OXFAM GB 
ü PLAN GHANA 
ü TECHNOSERVE/USAID 
ü CARE INTERNATIONAL 
ü CONCERN UNIVERSAL 
ü SNV 
ü ACTION AID GHANA 
ü GHANA AIDS COMMISSION 
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What We Have Achieved 

Over the years, RAAP have being engaged in rural development of the Upper West Region; one 

of the most deprived, underserved, and poorest regions of Ghana. Our engagement with rural 

communities in improving their livelihoods, education, health, access to institutional finances and 

rural enterprise development as well as gender advocacy has contributed tremendously to the 

development of households, families and communities, particularly in our operational areas. 

Major Projects Implemented (Long term; 3 ɀ 5 years) 

V Adolescent Reproductive Health Project 
Trained 240 Peer Educators, 3 drama and puppetry performance clubs 90 videos shows and 

discussions, trained 140 community health volunteers, 40 barbers trained, trained 5 Youth 

Development Clubs on reproductive health and HIV/AIDS issues in 5 Senior High Schools. This is in 

collaboration/funding with Plan Ghana. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff of RAAP and GHS taking community members through Journey of Hope Methodology (JOH), 

focusing on HIV/AIDS   
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A community member practicing the JOH methodology at Ketuo in the Lawra District of the Upper 

West Region 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A staff of RAAP demonstrating the of the female condom to rural women at Uolkuu in the Jirapa 

District if the Upper West Region 
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A show on HIV/AIDS prevention at Nentie in the Sissala West District of the Upper West Region, by 

the drama and puppetry group formed by RAAP.  

V Animal Traction Project 
 This Project forms a major component of the sustainable livelihood program of RAAP where 

individuals and groups particularly women are provided with a pair of bullocks or a donkey, cart 

and plough. It seeks to reduce women work load, increase production and productivity and 

enhance the income status of the rural poor. Currently, the Project is benefiting 91 rural 

communities, women (64) and men (27) in Jirapa and Lambussie districts. This is in 

collaboration/funding with Oxfam GB and Technoserve/USAID. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A beneficiary of the Animal Traction Project undergoing training on the use of the equipment at the 

Leadership Development Centre (A training centre established by RAAP), at Hain in the Jirapa 

District of the Upper West Region.   


